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present day state of Mysore, . o
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o Prali Somatthera, Suvanmbliomi, preseat day Cambodia,

10, Prah Pttaralthers, Savannabhomi. presept day Cambedia,
1. Prah Manindatthera, Ceylo jin the 247th Year of the Buddhilst Era

Cduring the reimn of King Ivvieonpiyatissa,
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FOREWORD

A R O

The Committee of Administration of the Budihist Associa-
tion in Cambodia, on the occasion of the celebration of the
2.500th year of the Buddhist era, has requesled me 1o prepare
this short study of the histo y of Buddhism in our country- It is
for our cwn people and it is also for all those who come to
celebrate this happy occasion with us or, united with us in spi-
rit, celebrate it in their own lands.

| have been asked briefly 1o deal with the following ques.
tions :

1) When was Buddihsm introduced into Cambodia ond
under what circumstances 2

2) What were the geographical !irﬁits of Cambodia at that
time 2 '

3) Who were the monks who first preached Buddhism in
this countiy ¢

4) According to the Sacred Tripitoka what are the duties
preper to Buddhism 2

5) What, in brief, ore the principles derived from the
Ganthadhura (learning stage) ¢

6) What. in brief, are the principles derived from the
Vipossanadhura (meditoting stage) ?

7)What have been the couses responsible for the flourishing
growth of Buddhism in Cambodia ?
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The Committee of Administration of the Buddhist Associa-
tion in Cambodia wishes these-facts to be recalled to our minds
in token of our gratitude 1o the morks who first came to Cam-
bodia preaching Buddhism. On this important occasion, such
gratitude unites us all in our thoughts of the Lord Buddha.

. | wish to express my appreciation to Mr. Ang Kheao, Chief
Cultural Affairs Assistant of the United Stales Information Ser-
'vice, American Embassy. Phnom-Penh, for his assisiance in
translating this study: into English- so' that it can be made avai-
.able to Buddhists in other countries.

Phnom-Penh, April‘ 18, 1957.
'SAM NHEAN |

President of the Buddhist
-Association in Cambodia
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1. When was Buddhism introduced into Cambodia
and under what circumstances ?

During the third ceniury of the Buddhist era the
King of India, named Dhammasoka, who lived in the
country then called Pataliputra, commissioned the lear-
ned and zealous monk Moggaliputra to send capable and
holy monks lo'preach Buddhism in many surrounding
lands. Eleven of these monks departed on their mission,
two of them coming to the land now known as Cambo-~
dia. These were Prah Sonatthera and Prah Uttaratthera
who werit 1o Suvannabhomi, (see page 14-15)

2. What were the geographical limits of Cambodia
at that time ? '

No extant documents are available concerning the
geographical limits of Cambodia at that remote time.
Our earliest source is a book entitled: Histoire du Cam=
bodge,1ire Partie, Chronologie des Souverains Khmers jusqu’d
la mi-X1Ve s., by CL.Madrole, which deals with thearca of
Chenla during the Pre-Angkor peroid when present day
Cambodia was partl of that avea, vez., during the 7 th to
the 8! centuries A.D., or 1240 to 1340 of the Buddhist
era. This book indicates the arca covered by Cambodia
as part of Chenla, as illustrated in the accompanying map-
In the absence of any contradictory evidence it seems$
reasonable 1o assume that Cambodia was in exislence du-
ring the third century of the Buddhist era and continued
in existence until the 12!% or 13 century of the Bud-
dhist era as part of the arca called Suvannabhumi.

3. Who were the monks who first preached
Buddhism in this country ?

According to the Scriptures of Mahavamsa in the History
of Ceylon it was Prah Sonatthera and Prah Uttaratthera
who first preached Ruddhism in Suvannabhumi (present
day Cambodia). The story is related that when these
two monks first arrived in Suvannabhumi the people
were much nlarmed and armed themselves with weapons
intending to kill the monks. ‘These were accused of being
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allied with the water . genit who, -according to belief,
were responsible for the deaths of many children in
the country (see illustration page 14-15).

The two monks declared that they were disciples of
Buddha and were forbidden to harm or kill any living
being, human or animal. In proof :of “this they perfor-
med miracles and banished the Yater genii . Consequently
the people believed in their message and followed their
teaching with such reverence that they even named their
-children ¢Sonattherakomar» (children of Sonatthera) in ho-
nor of the two 'monks. From that time on Prah Sonat-
thera and Prah Uttaratthera safely preached the message
of-Buddha within'the whole area of:Suvannabbumi. If
" this story i3 correct it seems likély that these first two
monks came to Cambodia by some water route from India.

4. According to the Sacred Tripitaka what are
; the duties proper to Buddhism ?

The duties proper to Buddhism are performed in
two stages:” . '

a. Ganthadhura (Learning stage), :
b. Vipassanadhura (Meditating and Right Thinkiog
stage). _ '
$. What, in brief, are the principles derived from
| ... . the Ganthadhura (Learning stage) ?
‘The principles derived from the Ganthadhura (Learning
stage) -are. threfold: . | :
‘a. Sabbapapassa akaranam (Avoid bad actiéns),
b. Kusolassopasampada (Do only good actions),
c..Sacittapariyodapanam (Think only right thoughts).
6. What, in brief, are the Principles derived
from the Vipassanadhura (Meditating Stade)?
These are interpreted in various ways but may be
reduced to four ; | » :
‘a) Dukklhiasacca (Sorrows in twelve groups),
b) Samudayasacca (Passions in three groups), -
¢) Nirodhasacca (The state of Nirvana),
d) Maggasacca (The Eightfold Path).
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7. What have been the causes responsible For
The flourishing growth of Buddhism in Cambodia ?

The causes regponsible for the flourishing growth of
Buddhism in Cambodia are the following : |

I. The support and example of the Royal family,

2. The scholarly achievement of the Tripitaka
committee, :

3. The zeal and example of the monks,

- 4. The devotion of the Cambodian people.

1. The support and example of the Royal Family

In the long bistory of Cambodia almost every king
has devoutly believed in and supported Buddhism. Though
we cannot treat of all of them here, we are able to
point out the principal events contributing to the growth
of Buddhism during the past hundred years:

- @) During tha 79th Reign — in 2391 B.E. (1847 a.d.)
Prah. Samdech Prah Harirakrama Prah Ang Duong,
who reigned al the capital of Oudong Mcanzhey (Victory),
ordered the collection of all Buddhist documents, inclu-
ding the Tripitaka. He further commissioned Prah Maha
Brahmamuni Nil Tieng, Head of the Mahanikay Ovder,
and Prah Vimaladhamma panna silo Samdech Prah Sugan-
dbadhipati, llead of the Dhammayuth Order, to see that
the Tripitaka was taught lo the monks. In his leisure
time the King himelf tanght cvening classes in Pali.

b) During the 88tk Reign — when Prah Bat Samdech
Prah Norodom began his reign in 2404 B.E. (1860 A.D.)
he followed closely his father’s example in supporling
Buddhism. In 2409 B.E. (1865 A.D.), when the country’s
capital was transferred from Oudong to Phnom Penh,
he ordered that Tripitaka classes be (anght in the Royal
Palace.

c) During the 81st Reign — in 2432 B.E. (1909 A.D.)
Prah Bat Samdech Praf Sisowath ordered the opening
of the Pall School at Ankor Wat. This school was trans-
ferred to Phnom Penh in 2458 B.E. (1945 A.D.) and in
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2169 .B.E-. (1925- A.D. ) the Royal berary of. Lambodm
was .established.

. d) During the 82nd llelgl — whlch began in 2470 B.E.
(1927 A.D.), Prah Bat Sanidech Prah Sisowaith Munivong
ordered the establishment of the following :

."The Committée for Tramlatmg the Tripitaka mto
thc Lambodlan language, in 2472 B.E. (1929 A.D.),

. The Buddhist Academy in 2473 B.E. (1930 A.D.),
. The Pali Schools in 2175 B.E. (1933 A.D.).
c) During -the 83rd Reign — which began in 2184 B.E.

(1941 A.D.), Prah Bat Samdech Prah Norodom Sihanouk
Varman ordered the establishment of the following :

;i - 1s. Monastic schools. in every monastery in 2193 B.E. -

. (1950 A.D.). These play a vital.role in the growth of
Buddlnsm

. The Buddhist anh gxhanoul\ Reach Universily
in 2!97 B.E. (195t A.D.), for which he set aside the
~ land and one million riels for the cost of construction.
Wlule he was King, Prah. Bat ﬂamdech Prah Sihanouk
Varman was a monk durmg, 2190 B.E. (1947 A.D.).

| f ) Dmng !be 84th Rengn — which began in 2498 B.E.
(1955 A.D.), Prah Bat Samdech Prah Noxodom Sura-
marith and Prah Moha Kossamak Neary Reat erwadhana
bave been responsible for the fo]lowmg |

. Changing the Pali Superior School in Phnom-Penh
into the Lycee Bouddhique Prah Suramarith,
. _ii,.Changing the provmclal Palx Suhool into Bud-

'dlust anary Schools, '

m. Improving the curmcula of all these schools.

2. The Scholarly Ach:evoment ‘of the
Tripitaka COmrmttee

From 2472 B.E. (1929 A. D. ) until 2482 B.E. (1940
A.D.) a group of outstanding monks and laymen worked
. tirelessly on the monumental task of traunslating the
Tripitaka into..the Cambodian language:  This extremely
difficult undertaking ‘even' undermined the health of
~-gome ‘of the monks, ‘who succumbed during the course
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of their lahors. Its completion has spread the good
name of Buddhism in Cambodia to other nearby coun-
tries like Burma and India where the Cambodian trans-
lation is heing used as a model for similar endeavors.

It is flting, therefore, that we pay tribute to all
those, living and dead, who coalribnied to this great
work, viz.:

Prah Sirisamadhivamsa Lounis Em Vajirappar‘;x"m, atthe
present time Prah Dhammalikhit, Member ol the Advisory
Council of the Langka Monastery..... Committee President.
Prah Uttammuni Qum Sou.Dhammavinayarakkhito.... .
Committee Vice-president (deteased).

Prall Maha Brahmamuni Ou Thitaviriyo, Svay Pope
Monastery ....... Commilee Vice-president

Committee Members

Prab Sasanasobhan Chuon Nath Jotannano (now Head
of the Mahanikey Order?,

Praly Visuddhivamsa Iluot Tath V.n\n‘\ppnmm Professor
of Sanskrit, Supericr School of Pali (now Prah
Jodhivamsa, Director of the Lycee Bouddhigue Prab
Suramarith),

Prah Balot Samvijja Mocong Munithero,

- Prah Maha Som Chhun Vnmalapp.nnm

Prah Maha Som Loch Sudhammalikhito,

Prah Maha Ses Candadhammo,

Prah Garu N':mnsum\'nm Chhoecun .h)mpp:u';l'{o,

Pralh Acary Chap Pin Suvannajoto,

Prah Maha Huot N?lﬂzlpandim '

Prab Acary Pen Sok l\nn:xs.uo,

Peali Acary lem Chieu Jotannano,

Prah Acary Chhim Soum S'\ddh'\mm.lppnnnu,

Prah Acary Keam Doum Sobhanapandilo,

Prah Acary So llay \lmddh.‘\ﬁﬂmn

Prah Acary You Oun Ull.u:mnmu

Prah Acary Ouk Chea Vajirannano,

Prah Balnt Ony Pang Khemako,
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Prah Munisumedha Song Chea Revato,

Prah Balat Khet To Thitasilo,

Prah Acary Mang Neang Dhammakusalo,

Prah Acary Me Pan Panditavaro,

Prah Acary Lnn Pang Vinayasattha,

Prah Balat Hem Nhim Sundaro,

Messrs. Maha Them, Hong Chhea, Nget llim, Bon Po,
You, Ouk Sen, Ham Heng, Kim An, Nuong Duong,
Seh Chhun, and Ouch Ros,

3. The zeal and example of the Monks

The growih of Buddhism in Cambodia has fol-
lowed along ortliodox lines of doctrine and discipline
and at the presert time our country enjoys &n enviable
reputation for the sanctity of its monks and their devo-
tion to Duddhist observances. These monks, both Bhikhus
and Samaneras of the Mahanikay and'‘the Dhammayuth
Orders, number 61,200 living in 2,820 monasteries.

4. The devotion of the Cambodian Pecple

Cambodia is a Buddhist country and its inhabitants
believe firmly in Buddlnsm and follow the Buddha’s
way of life.

On the occasion of the celebration of the 2,500
Year of the Buddhist era, I bring this short study to
a close by honoring all those who have contributed to
the glory of Buddhism in Cambodia up until the present
day : zealous kings, holy monks, devoted laymen and
women. For 2,200 yecars, eversince Prah Sonatihera and
Prah Ultaratthera brought the message of Buddha to this
Jand in the third century of the Buddhist era, Duddhism
has fourished here. May its spiritual power continne fo
teach us how to live in joy and harmony, with justice
and with strength, following the high ideals of right
thinking and of right acting. May the growth of Buddhism
in the last half of the Buddhist era bring to Cambodia
and to the whole world glory, prosperity, freedom and
contentinent,
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